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1.PERSONAL DATA 

 

Name and Surname:  Carmelo Rapisarda 

Nationality:   Italian 

Professional address: Dipartimento di Agricoltura, Alimentazione e Ambiente (Di3A) 

    Università degli Studi 

    Via Santa Sofia, 100 

    95123 Catania 

    Italy 

Telephone   +39-0957147365 

Mobile    +39-3403960866 

Fax    +39-0957147270 

Email    carmelo.rapisarda@unict.it 

 

 

2. EDUCATION AND QUALIFICATIONS 

 

Laurea degree (equivalent to BSc + MSc) in Agricultural Sciences, University of Catania (Italy), 

Faculty of Agriculture, from 1st November 1976 to 11th November 1980 (final grade: 110/110 cum 

laude). 

 

PhD in Agricultural Entomology, University of Naples "Federico II", Faculty of Agriculture, 

Naples (Italy), from 1st November 1983 to 31st October 1986. 

 

 

3. CURRENT POSITION 

 

Full Professor of General and Applied Entomology; University of Catania (Italy) (from 1st October 

2001 till now). 

 

 

4. PREVIOUS MOST RELEVANT EMPLOYMENT 

 

Lecturer (renewable annual contracts) of Agricultural Zoology; University of Reggio Calabria 

(Italy), Faculty of Agriculture (from 1st November 1986 to 15th June 1990). 

 

Assistant Professor of General and Applied Entomology; University of Catania (Italy), Faculty of 

Agriculture, Institute of Agricultural Entomology (from 16th June 1990 to 31st October 1992). 

 

Associate Professor of General and Applied Entomology; University of Catania (Italy), Faculty of 

Agriculture, Department of Plant Health Science and Technology (from 1st November 1992 to 30th 

September 2001). 

 

 

5. KEY EXPERTISE 
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- Animal ecology and role of animal organisms in agricultural and forest ecosystems. 

- Insect biodiversity in natural, forest and agricultural ecosystems. 

- Invasive insect pests on crops. 

- Climate change and its impact on insect biodiversity and biology in agro-ecosystems. 

- Taxonomy, systematic, biology and ecology of Hemiptera (Insecta), with special reference to 

whiteflies (Aleyrodoidea) and psyllids (Psylloidea). 

- Insect vectors of plant diseases and their role in agro-ecosystems. 

- Control methods of whiteflies and psyllids (Insecta Hemiptera). 

- Low impact pest management and environmental conservation. 

- Integrated production and protection of horticultural and fruit crops. 

 

 

6. RELEVANT WORK AND RESEARCH EXPERIENCE 

 

Mainly involved in studies on sap-sucking insects (especially whiteflies, psyllids and scale insects), 

their impact on cultivated plants and their integrated control, he also carries biological and 

epidemiological studies on other families of insect pests in both agricultural and forest ecosystems, 

as well as on biological and integrated management of their infestations. Both at national and 

international level, he is involved in research projects related to various noxious whitefly species 

(Citrus whitefly; Woolly whitefly; Japanese bayberry whitefly; Spiralling whitefly; Tobacco 

whitefly). He also carries out research on strategies for protecting natural resources and insect 

diversity while managing a rational pest control. As to his involvement in studies on non-insect 

pests of crops, he deals with studies on mites, nematodes and rodents in agricultural systems. 

Additional studies are carried out on pests in urban environments; biological control of weeds and 

biotechnology for pest control; climate change and its impact on pest diffusion and movement of 

invasive insects worldwide. Results of his studies are reported in almost 230 published papers and 

book chapters. Many of his contributions have been presented to various national and international 

Congresses or Symposia. He has been also charged by various international Institutions (among 

which F.A.O. and C.A.B.I.) to cure notes on topics related to biological and integrated pest control. 

Among his books, he has edited a volume on “Integrated Pest Management in Tropical Regions” 

(published by CAB International, Wallingford, Oxfordshire, UK) and is working (in collaboration 

with other authors) on a book on the “Psyllids (Hemiptera Psylloidea) of the Mediterranean fauna, 

with special reference to Italy” (planned to be published by Calderini, Bologna). 

 

 

7. POSITIONS AND OTHER ACTIVITIES 

 

Institutional positions 

- Representative of the Italian system of ARD (Agricultural Research for Development) within the 

working group on “Capacity building for sustainable development in agriculture” (United 

Nations Organisation, New York). 

- Member of the Board of Directors of NATURA (Network of European Agricultural, Tropically 

and Subtropically Oriented, Universities and Scientific Complexes Related with Agricultural 

Development), renamed as AGRINATURA Association starting from 2010 (http://agrinatura-

eu.eu/) (from 2003 to 2006). 

- President of NATURA (see above) and then AGRINATURA Association (http://agrinatura-

eu.eu/) (from 2006 to 2010: under his Presidency, the network change the status: from 

NATURA to AGRINATURA Association). 

- Head of the Applied Entomology Section, Department of Agri-food and Environmental Systems 

Management, University of Catania (Italy) (from November 2007 to February 2013). 
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- Delegate for international relations of the Faculty of Agriculture of the University of Catania 

(Italy) (from November 2008 to October 2012). 

 

Coordination of national and international educational activities 

- Co-ordinator of the international Master on "Innovations and sustainability in agro-food 

production in Mediterranean area" [held in partnership by University of Catania (Italy), the 

University el-Fateh and the University 7th April of Tripoli (Libya) and the Institut 

Agronomique et Veterinaire Hassan II of Rabat (Morocco)]. 

- Local co-ordinator (for the University of Catania) of the International Master of Science Agris 

Mundus in “Sustainable Development in Agriculture”, financed by the European Commission 

within the Erasmus Mundus programme (http://www.agrismundus.eu/) (from 2006). 

- Co-ordinator of the PhD program in “Plant Health Technologies and Protection of Agro-

ecosystems”, University of Catania (Italy) (from November 2006). 

 

Scientific assignments 

- Co-ordinator of various national and international research projects, mainly on taxonomy of 

insects and on sustainable control of pests in agricultural and forest ecosystems. 

- Expert evaluator, for both national and international institutions, of research projects related to 

Integrated Pest Management in Sustainable Agriculture. 

- Reviewer for many international journals of general and applied entomology and of pest control 

and management. 

- Member of the Scientific Board of the Institute of Tropics and Subtropics [now Faculty of 

Tropical AgriSciences (https://www.ftz.czu.cz/en/)] of the Czech University of Life Sciences in 

Prague (Czech Republic) (from 2008 to 2012). 

- Convenor of the Working Group “Integrated control in protected crops, Mediterranean climate”, 

within the International Organization of Biological and Integrated Control (IOBC) - West 

Palaearctic Regional Section (WPRS) (https://www.iobc-

wprs.org/expert_groups/09_wg_protected_crops_mediterranean.html) (from October 2012). 

- Scientific collaborator of Musée national d’histoire naturelle de Luxembourg (MNHNL) (from 

December 2021). 

- Guest Editor of the Special Issue “Climate Change and Insects”, published by the journal Insects 

(https://www.mdpi.com/journal/insects/special_issues/climate_change_insects) 

- Guest Editor of the Special Issue “Insects Vectors of Phytopathogenic Agents: Biology, Host-

Plant Interactions, and Management”, under preparation by the journal Insects 

(https://www.mdpi.com/journal/insects/special_issues/UN8521JS5B) 

 

Study stays at national or foreign research institutes 

- 6-month scholarship from the Italian National Research Council (CNR), to carry out studies on the 

systematics of insects at the Department of Entomology (now part of the Department of Life 

Sciences) of the Natural History Museum in London, UK (https://www.nhm.ac.uk/) (from 

March to October 1984). 

- Visiting scientist at the Environmental Research and Innovation Department (ERIN) of the 

Luxembourg Institute of Science and Technology (LIST), Belval, Grand Duchy of 

Luxembourg (https://www.list.lu/) (from 1 October 2017 to 28 February 2018). 

- Visiting fellow at the Environmental Research and Innovation Department (ERIN) of the 

Luxembourg Institute of Science and Technology (LIST), Belval, Grand Duchy of 

Luxembourg (https://www.list.lu/), as part of the project “Risk assessment for psyllids and 

whiteflies under current and future climate conditions in Luxembourg”, funded by the Fonds 

National de la Recherche de Luxembourg (three months per year, from June 2019 to April 

2022). 
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Participation in scientific partnerships 

- Member of the Italian Entomological Society (SEI) and (from June 2008 to March 2015) 

component of the Applied Entomology Board of same Society 

(http://www.societaentomologicaitaliana.it/it/sei/sezione-di-entomologia-agraria.html). 

- Member of the Italian National Academy of Entomology (http://www.accademiaentomologia.it/) 

(temporary member from November 2005; permanent member from November 2011). 

- Member of the Accademia Gioenia, section Applied sciences, Philosophy of Science and History 

of Sciences (from December 2017). 

 

 

8. PUBLICATIONS 

 

1. Patti I., Rapisarda C., 1980. Efficacia dell'entomofago Encarsia lahorensis (How.) nel controllo 

biologico del Dialeurode degli Agrumi. Tecnica agricola, 32: 291-299 (ISSN: 0371-5124). 

 2. Patti I., Rapisarda C., 1981. Reperti morfo-biologici sugli Aleirodidi nocivi alle piante coltivate 

in Italia. Bollettino di Zoologia agraria e Bachicoltura, ser. II, 16: 135-190 (ISSN: 0366-

2403). 

 3. Rapisarda C., 1982. Appunti morfologici ed ecologici su alcuni aleirodi (Homoptera, 

Aleyrodidae) della fauna siciliana. Boll. Lab. Ent. agr. "F. Silvestri", Portici, 39: 71-95 

(ISSN: 0304-0658). 

 4. Rapisarda C., Patti I., 1983. Osservazioni sull'infestazione in Sicilia dell'Aleirode del Pero. 

Tecnica agricola, 35: 101-112 (ISSN: 0371-5124). 

 5. Rapisarda C., Patti I., 1983. Stato attuale delle conoscenze sulla composizione dell'aleirofauna 

siciliana. Atti XIII Congresso nazionale italiano di Entomologia: 327-332. 

 6. De Sena E., Rapisarda C., 1983. Difesa agrumi. Terra e vita, 24 (33): 35-53 (ISSN: 0040-

3776). 

 7. Longo S., Patti I., Rapisarda C., 1984. Il controllo dell'Aleurothrixus floccosus (Maskell) negli 

agrumeti della Sicilia orientale. Atti Giornate fitopatologiche 1984, 2: 337-346. 

 8. Rapisarda C., 1984. La mosca delle arance - Ceratitis capitata (Wied.). Informatore 

fitopatologico, 34 (2): 31-34 (ISSN: 0020-0735). 

 9. Rapisarda C., 1984. Il cotonello degli agrumi - Planococcus citri (Risso). Informatore 

fitopatologico, 34 (5): 31-34 (ISSN: 0020-0735). 

10. Rapisarda C., 1985. Notizie preliminari sulla psillidofauna della Sicilia. Atti XIV Congresso 

nazionale italiano di Entomologia: 111-117. 

11. Rapisarda C., 1985. Notizie sul comportamento biologico del Siphoninus phillyreae (Hal.) in 

Sicilia (Homoptera, Aleyrodidae). Atti XIV Congresso nazionale italiano di Entomologia: 

623-631. 

12. Longo S., Rapisarda C., Russo A., 1985. Risultati del controllo biologico dell'Aleurothrixus 

floccosus (Maskell) in agrumeti della Sicilia orientale. Atti XIV Congresso nazionale italiano 

di Entomologia: 841-848. 

13. Rapisarda C., 1985. Sulla presenza in Italia di Acizzia acaciaebaileyanae (Froggatt) 

(Homoptera, Psylloidea), nuovo parassita di Acacie ornamentali. Informatore fitopatologico, 

35 (10): 45-49 (ISSN: 0020-0735). 

14. Rapisarda C., 1985. Presenza in Italia di Aleurolobus niloticus Priesner & Hosny, nuovo 

parassita delle piante di cappero (Homoptera, Aleyrodidae). Boll. Zool. agr. Bachic., ser. II, 

18 (1984-85): 75-86 (ISSN: 0366-2403). 

15. Barbagallo S., Longo S., Rapisarda C., 1986. Whiteflies and psyllids injurious to citrus [89-

98]. In: Cavalloro R. & Di Martino E. (eds), Proc. Expert's Meeting on "Integrated pest 

control in citrus-groves", A.A. Balkema pubbl., Rotterdam – Boston (ISBN: 

9789061916789). 
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16. Rapisarda C., 1986. Trialeurodes (Ericaleyrodes) sardiniae, subgen.n., sp.n.: a new heather-

feeding whitefly (Homoptera, Aleyrodidae). Frustula entomologica, nuova serie, 7-8 (1984-

85): 487-499 (ISSN: 0532-7679). 

17. Rapisarda C., 1987. Nymphal description and biological notes on some species of Psyllids new 

for the Italian fauna (Homoptera, Psylloidea). Phytophaga, 2 (1984): 57-70 (ISSN: 0393-

8131). 

18. Rapisarda C., 1988. Note tassinomiche e bio-ecologiche sulle specie di Psilloidei viventi su 

Genistinae in Sicilia (Homoptera). Atti XV Congresso nazionale italiano di Entomologia: 497-

504. 

19. Rapisarda C., 1988. Stato attuale delle conoscenze faunistiche e zoogeografiche sugli Psilloidei 

della Sicilia (Homoptera). Atti XV Congresso nazionale italiano di Entomologia: 617-624. 

20. Rapisarda C., 1989. A new Sardinian species of Craspedolepta living on Santolina corsica 

(Homoptera, Psylloidea). Boll. Soc. ent. ital., 120 (1988) (3): 179-184 (ISSN: 0373-3491). 

21. Rapisarda C., 1989. Presenza in Sicilia della Psilla verde del Fico (Homotoma viridis 

Klimaszewski) e descrizione della sua ninfa di ultima età (Homoptera, Psylloidea). Boll. Soc. 

ent. ital., 121 (1): 13-18 (ISSN: 0373-3491). 

22. Rapisarda C., Conci C., 1989. Faunistic notes and zoogeographical considerations on the 

Psyllid fauna of the South-Eastern Alps. Biogeographia, 13 (1987): 623-639 (ISSN: 1594-

7629). 

23. Rapisarda C., 1989. A new Sicilian species of Arytainilla Loginova (Homoptera, Psylloidea), 

from Genista aetnensis (Biv.) DC., with notes on its biology. Frustula entomologica, nuova 

serie, 9 (1986): 23-39 (ISSN: 0532-7679). 

24. Rapisarda C., 1989. Contributo alla conoscenza degli Psilloidei viventi su Rhamnus alaternus 

L. in Italia (Homoptera). Phytophaga, 3 (1985-89): 21-60 (ISSN: 0393-8131). 

25. Longo S., Palmeri V., Rapisarda C., 1989. Indagini bio-ecologiche sulla "Processionaria" del 

pino - Thaumetopoea pityocampa - in Sicilia. Tecnica agricola, 41 (3): 233-249 (ISSN: 0371-

5124). 

26. Ragusa Di Chiara S., Rapisarda C., Russo A., Zagami S., 1990. Alcuni fitofagi dell'Ontano 

napoletano in Calabria. Informatore fitopatologico, 40 (3): 25-30 (ISSN: 0020-0735). 

27. Rapisarda C., 1990. Heterotrioza (Halotrioza) concii sp.n., living on Atriplex halimus L. in 

Italy and Tunisia (Homoptera, Psylloidea). Boll. Soc. ent. ital., 121 (1989) (3): 169-175 

(ISSN: 0373-3491). 

28. Rapisarda C., Siscaro G., 1990. Notizie sulle Psille del Pero in Sicilia. Tecnica agricola, 42 

(1): 31-44 (ISSN: 0371-5124). 

29. Rapisarda C., 1990. La Bemisia tabaci vettore del TYLCV in Sicilia. Informatore 

fitopatologico, 40 (6): 27-31 (ISSN: 0020-0735). 

30. Rapisarda C., 1990. A new species of Livilla (spartiisuga-group) living in Sardinia on Genista 

ephedroides (Homoptera, Psylloidea). Entomologist's monthly Magazine, 126: 157-162 

(ISSN: 0013-8908). 

31. Rapisarda C., Siscaro G., Leocata S., Asero C., 1990. Una nuova "mosca bianca" negli 

agrumeti italiani. Terra e vita, 31 (41): 30-31 (ISSN: 0040-3776). 

32. Longo S., Russo A., Rapisarda C., Siscaro G., 1990. Recenti applicazioni di lotta biologica in 

agrumeti della Calabria e della Sicilia. Atti IV Congresso nazionale della Società italiana di 

Ecologia (Riassunti): 219. 

33. Rapisarda C., Siscaro G., Leocata S., Asero C., 1990. Parabemisia myricae, un nuovo aleirode 

degli agrumi in Italia. Informatore fitopatologico, 40 (12): 25-30 (ISSN: 0020-0735). 

34. Rapisarda C., 1990. Psyllids living on Genistinae in the Mediterranean Region. IV. 

Morphological and biological notes on Arytainilla cytisi (Homoptera Psylloidea). 

Phytophaga, 3 (1985-89): 115-130 (ISSN: 0393-8131). 

35. Rapisarda C., 1990. Seasonal dimorphism in two Acacia-feeding psyllids of the genus Acizzia 

(Homoptera Psylloidea). Phytophaga, 3 (1985-89): 131-146 (ISSN: 0393-8131). 



36. Rapisarda C., 1990. Gli aleirodi degli agrumi in Italia. Phytophaga, 3 (1985-89): 173-198 

(ISSN: 0393-8131). 

37. Longo S., Rapisarda C., Russo A., Siscaro G., 1990. Rilievi bio-etologici preliminari su 

Parabemisia myricae e sui suoi entomofagi in Sicilia e Calabria. Bollettino di Zoologia 

agraria e Bachicoltura, ser. II, 22 (2): 161-171 (ISSN: 0366-2403). 

38. Catara A., Bellini C., Cunsolo L., Davino M., De Sena E., Polizzi G., Rapisarda C., 

Spampinato R., 1990. Le virosi delle piante ortive. Sintomi, epidemiologia, strategie di 

controllo. Associazione per lo studio delle malattie da virus delle colture ortive nel ragusano, 

Ragusa: 68 pp. 

39. Rapisarda C., 1991. Faunistic and ecological notes on the psyllids of Sardinia (Homoptera, 

Psylloidea). Memorie della Società entomologica italiana, 69 (1990): 7-52 (ISSN: 0037-

8747). 

40. Conci C., Rapisarda C., Tamanini L., 1991. Ten years of studies on the Italian Psylloidea 

(Homoptera). Atti XVI Congresso nazionale italiano di Entomologia: 87-91. 

41. Rapisarda C., Siscaro G., 1991. Osservazioni preliminari sui parassitoidi delle Psille del Pero 

in Sicilia orientale. Atti XVI Congresso nazionale italiano di Entomologia: 417-421. 

42. Rapisarda C., Siscaro G., Russo A., Longo S., 1991. Primi dati bionomici e notizie sul 

controllo biologico di Parabemisia myricae (Kuwana) in Calabria e Sicilia orientale 

(Homoptera: Aleyrodoidea). Atti XVI Congresso nazionale italiano di Entomologia: 423-427. 

43. Rapisarda C., 1991. Stato delle conoscenze sugli Aleirodoidei e Psilloidei (Homoptera) viventi 

su piante del genere Quercus in Italia. Atti Convegno "Problematiche fitopatologiche del 

genere Quercus in Italia", Stamperia Granducale, Firenze: 177-182. 

44. Barbagallo S., Longo S., Patti I., Rapisarda C., 1992. Efficiency of biological control against 

citrus whiteflies in Italy. Bollettino di Zoologia agraria e Bachicoltura, ser. II, 24 (2): 121-

135 (ISSN: 0366-2403). 

45. Rapisarda C., 1992. Nymphal description and life-cycle of Livilla retamae and L. spectabilis 

(Homoptera Psylloidea). Bollettino di Zoologia agraria e Bachicoltura, ser. II, 24 (2): 195-

204 (ISSN: 0366-2403). 

46. Conci C., Rapisarda C., Tamanini L., 1993. Annotated catalogue of the Italian Psylloidea - 

First part (Insecta Homoptera). Atti Accademia roveretana degli Agiati, ser. VII, vol. 2 

(1992), B: 33-135 (ISSN: 1122-6064). 

47. Barbagallo S, Longo S., Rapisarda C., Siscaro G., 1993. Status of the biological control against 

citrus whiteflies and scale insects in Italy. IOBC/WPRS Bulletin, 16 (7): 7-15 (ISSN: 1027-
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48. Siscaro G., Rapisarda C., 1994. Note sui parassitoidi della Psilla del Pero (Cacopsylla pyri) in 

Sicilia. M.A.F. - Convegno "Lotta biologica", Acireale-Italia, 1991 (Coord. G. Viggiani), Ed. 
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53. Rapisarda C., 1994. Trioza soniae and T. apulica n. spp., on Quercus spp., from Southern Italy 
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