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Biography

Cinzia L. Randazzo (1971) is a Full Professor of Food Microbiology at the University of Catania. She
earned her degree in Food Science and Technology with honors (1996) and went on to complete her
PhD in Food Biotechnology in 2002. She pursued postdoctoral research in Food Microbiology at the
University of Catania (2004). During her PhD, she also conducted research at the Microbiology
Laboratory of Wageningen University, under the supervision of Prof. Willem de Vos. In 2021, she
co-founded and became the CEO of ProBioEtna, a spin-off company of the University of Catania.
She is member of the Centro di Ricerca in Nutrizione Umana e Alimenti del Mediterraneo (NUTRA),
University of Catania and member of the NANO-i Ocular Nanotechnology Research Center, set up
at the Department of Pharmaceutical and Health Sciences, of the University of Catania. She is
coordinator of the course study in Sciences and Technologies of Catering and Food Distribution in
the Mediterranean area. Prof. Randazzo has co-supervised two PhDs in collaboration with the
Federal University of Vigosa (Brazil) and has supervised eight PhDs, more than 100 master's theses,
and 90 bachelor's theses. Additionally, she has managed various doctoral students and Erasmus
agreements. Her research focuses on the microbiology of fermented foods and the biotechnological
applications of lactic acid bacteria. She is the co-author of over 120 peer-reviewed publications and
has coordinated numerous research groups.

She is co-founder and CEO of ProBioetna, a spin of University of Catania. Since 2002, she is member
of the Americal Society of Microbiology. Since 2014 she is member of the Academic Board for the
International Doctorate in "Agriculture, Food and Environmental Science", of the University of
Catania.

Research activity

Her research activity is carried out in the field of food microbiology, with particular interest in the
biotechnological and functional implications of lactic bacteria and yeasts involved in fermentation
processes, and towards the development of starter cultures and probiotic cultures for the
formulation of innovative and/ or functional foods. Her main research aims to understand and
exploit microbes using molecular, (meta)genomics and systems approaches and to explore the
effects of probiotics/prebiotics on gut microbiome through the application of SHIME equipment.
Patents

She is a co-inventor of three industrial patents: patent no. 102022000016542; patent no.
102020000011776 (in collaboration with MisterBioFood Srl), patent no. 102020000016666 (in
collaboration with Uriach Srl).

Participation in project founded by International Institution

PRIMA SECTION 2 MULTITOPICS 2022. Project: "Microbial resources for a sustainable olive oil
system and a healthier Mediterranean food: from by-products to functional food-oil4-food" 2023-
2027. # PRIMA22_00153.

The results of these research activities are summarized in over 130 research products,
indexed on SCOPUS. The productivity indicators as of 07/01/2025 are: H-Index: 34; Total
Citation: 3437 (https:/ /www.scopus.com)
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