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	PROFILE
	

	Summary
	Her research covers innovation and the agricultural transition, participatory governance of rural and coastal areas, and the economic valuation of the environment and agri-food supply chains, with a focus on EU agricultural and rural development policy. She has designed and run living labs within research projects, using multicriteria decision analysis (MCDA), cognitive mapping and operational research to build shared scenarios with local stakeholders and support public decision-makers. She is an expert evaluator for the European Commission (REA) and has led research units in studies for DG MARE and EASME. Recent publications include articles in Journal of Rural Studies and Journal of Open Innovation: Technology, Market, and Complexity (2026); earlier work appeared in Ecological Economics and Regional Studies.

	
	Research lines

	Innovation and agricultural transition
	Living labs and open innovation for the digital and green transition of agriculture; digital technologies and inequalities in rural areas; public perception and regulation of new genomic techniques; intellectual property and access to genetic resources.

	Participatory governance of rural and coastal areas
	Rural development policy and the CAP; distribution of Italian Recovery and Resilience Plan (PNRR) investments across cities, rural areas and small towns; urban–rural relations and regeneration of urban peripheries; diversification of small-scale fisheries and participatory management of marine protected areas.

	Economic valuation, environment and supply chains
	Economic valuation of biodiversity and environmental risks; ecological footprint and comparative meta-analysis; sustainability and competitiveness of agri-food supply chains; consumption of organic and quality food products; seafood labelling.

	POSITION AND CAREER
	

	Since 2014
	Associate Professor
SSD AGRI-01/A – Agricultural and Food Economics, and Rural Appraisal (formerly AGR/01), Department of Agriculture, Food and Environment, University of Catania.

	2004 – 2014
	Assistant Professor (Ricercatrice universitaria)
SSD AGR/01, University of Catania; tenured from 2007; teaching title of professoressa aggregata from A.Y. 2005/06.

	2002 – 2003
	Postdoctoral Research Fellow
Department of Agricultural Economics and Appraisal, University of Catania.

	2000
	Research contract
Department of Spatial Economics, Vrije Universiteit Amsterdam, and RIZA (the Netherlands): “The Economic Evaluation of Water”.

	1999 – 2001
	Postdoctoral Research Fellow
Department of Economics and Territory, University of Catania.

	EDUCATION
	

	1997 – 1999
	Postdoctoral fellowship in Agricultural Economics and Policy, Faculty of Economics, University of Catania.

	1996
	PhD in Agricultural Economics and Land Management, University of Catania.

	A.Y. 1988/89
	Degree (Laurea) in Political Science, 110/110 cum laude, University of Catania; graduation award from the Opera Universitaria di Catania.

	RESEARCH PROJECTS
	

	
	Leading roles

	2020 – 2023
	SEA MARVEL – Save, Enhance, Admire Marine Versatile Life
Leader of WP5 “Experience the change – Participatory approach”. Interreg V-A Italy–Malta; lead partner University of Catania, with the University of Malta.

	2020 – 2022
	ERRARE – fragile lands, fertile lands
Principal Investigator of the interdepartmental project (Di3A), University of Catania PIA.CE.RI. research programme 2020–2022. EU policies for sustainable land management and resilience in fragile areas, using a participatory approach.

	2016 – 2017
	Study on the Economic Benefits of Marine Protected Areas
Leader of the Catania unit. Study for the European Commission (EASME – European Maritime and Fisheries Fund) with ICF, IEEP and PML; final report published in 2018.

	2013
	Establishment of a single information system for commercial designations for fishery and aquaculture products
Leader of the Catania unit. European Commission, DG MARE, call for tender MARE/2013/04.

	2009
	PRIN – Tools for assessing human capital in agriculture
Leader of the Catania unit. Methods for assessing the skills of the agricultural workforce.

	2003 – 2006
	Public governance and rural development in Sicily
Principal Investigator. MURST university research fund (60%).

	
	Team member

	2024 – 2026
	RE-URBAN – Urban Regeneration and Infrastructure Reconversion
Team member. University of Catania PIA.CE.RI. research programme 2024–2026; interdepartmental project with an external advisor.

	Since 2023
	AGRITECH National Research Centre (PNRR)
Member of the Catania unit in Spoke 3, setting up living labs on enabling technologies in agriculture.

	2023 – 2026
	PRIN 2022 – Reframing spatial justice. A co-operative approach for a fair distribution of benefits from PNRR projects
Member of the Catania research unit. Lead partner Iuav University of Venice, with the Universities of Catania and Roma Tre.

	2023 – 2026
	PRIN 2022 PNRR – Towards an Earthling Architecture. Strategies of Coexistence and Care for Landscapes at Risk in Southern Italy (TEArch)
Member of the Catania research unit. Principal Investigator Prof. Pasquale Miano, University of Naples Federico II.

	2019
	G124 – Renzo Piano’s working group on urban peripheries
Team member. Participatory regeneration of the Mazzarrona neighbourhood (Syracuse).

	2011 – 2015
	DIVERSO – Diversification of fishing activities and sustainability of Sicilian coastal areas
Team member. Sicilian Regional Government. Analysis of small-scale fisheries policy and focus groups with 200 artisanal fishers and stakeholders from the Ionian coast.

	2004
	COTUR – Cooperation for the development of tourism and regional products
INTERREG IIIC, with partners from Italy, France, Poland and Lithuania. Member of the Catania research unit.

	TEACHING
	

	Current courses
	Economics and Policies for Agricultural Biotechnology (taught in English)
Master’s degree in Agricultural Biotechnology (LM-7). Economics and policy of agricultural biotechnology: innovation and knowledge as public goods, EU regulation and patentability of new genomic techniques; case-study workshops.
Principles of Circular Economy
Bachelor’s degree in Land and Landscape Planning and Protection (L-21). Economic principles, measurement tools and policy framework for the transition from a linear to a circular economy, with a focus on the agri-food system, farms and rural areas.

	PhD
	Member of the doctoral boards of the PhD programmes in Agri-food Economics and in Agricultural, Food and Environmental Science, University of Catania.

	Previous courses
	Agri-food Business Economics (A.Y. 2016/17); Agricultural Policy and Rural Sociology (A.Y. 2004/05–2007/08); Sociology of the Family at SISSIS, the Sicilian school for secondary teacher training (A.Y. 2004/05–2008/09); Jean Monnet European Module (A.Y. 2011/12–2012/13).

	RESEARCH EVALUATION
	

	Since 2016
	Expert evaluator for the European Commission for Horizon 2020, the Bio-Based Industries Joint Undertaking and Horizon Europe.

	Since 2012
	Reviewer of PRIN projects for the Italian Ministry of University and Research.

	VQR
	Reviewer of research outputs for GEV 07 – Agricultural and Veterinary Sciences, in the Italian national research quality assessment (VQR 2004–2010, 2011–2014, 2015–2019).

	INSTITUTIONAL ROLES
	

	Since A.Y. 2022/23
	Equal Opportunities Delegate of Di3A; member of the Quality Assurance Group of the Master’s degree in Agricultural Biotechnology.

	Since 2023
	Member, appointed by the Rector, of the Provincial Commission for the Protection of Natural and Scenic Beauty of Syracuse.

	EDITORIAL AND PROFESSIONAL ACTIVITIES
	

	Editorial boards
	Rivista di Economia e Diritto Agroalimentare; International Journal of Sustainable Society; International Journal of Information Systems and Social Change.

	Scientific societies
	SIDEA, Ce.S.E.T., EAAE, AISRe.

	LANGUAGES
	

	
	Italian (native); English (fluent); French (basic).
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